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his guilt is clear; and if we call impose a mere slip in idiom, the
confusion is none the less apparent.
Sword of the devil, running with the blood of saints, poisoned adder>
thy work is done.
These are independent metaphors; and, as thy work is done is
applicable to each of them, there is no confusion.
In the hope that something might be done, even at the eleventh hour,
to stave off the brand of failure from the hide of our military adminis-
tration.—Times.
To stave off a brand is not, perhaps, impossible; but we sus-
pect that it would be a waste of energy. The idea of bulk is
inseparable from the process of staving off. The metaphor is
usually applied to literal abstract nouns, not to metaphorical
concretes: ruin and disaster one can suppose to be of a toler-
able size; but a metaphorical brand does not present itself to
the imagination as any larger than a literal one. We assume
that by brand the instrument is meant: the eleventh hour is all
too early to set about staving off the mark.
This is a good example of mixed metaphor of the more
pronounced type; it differs only in degree from some of those
considered above. We suggested that impose a stimulus was
perhaps a short cut to the expression of two different meta-
phors, and the same might be said of staving off the brand.
But we shall get a clearer idea of the nature of mixed meta-
phor if we regard all these as violations of the following simple
rule: When a live metaphor (intentional or unintentional) has
once been chosen, the words grammatically connected with it
must be either (a) recognizable parts of the same metaphorical
idea, or one consistent with it, or (b) unmetaphorical, or dead
metaphor; literal abstract nouns, for instance, instead of meta-
phorical concretes. Thus, we shall impose not the stimulus, but
either (a) the burden of resistance, or (b) the duty of resistance;
and we shall stave off not the 'brand* but the 'ignominy of
failure from our military administration'.
But from our remarks in 4 above, it will be clear that (b),

